Best Wishes from The Shipcom Family!!
Since its founding in 1997, Shipcom Wireless Inc., USA, has
become a leading provider of integrated supply chain
execution software solutions, focusing on the automatic
identification and data collection (AIDC), radio frequency
identification (RFID), and enterprise mobility markets.
Shipcom delivers solutions in the areas of asset tracking,
asset maintenance, warehousing, transportation, logistics
execution (LES), manufacturing execution (MES), and much
more.

Shipcom Wireless

11200 Richmond Ave.
Suite 552
Houston, Texas 77082
Email: atyebji@shipcomwireless.com
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Message from Chief Guest
I am honored to be asked to be a part of the Indian Muslims Association
of Houston 8th Annual Eid Milan.
Having been elected as both a Judge and now as a County Commissioner,
I am very aware of the diversity that exists in Harris County. I appreciate
the efforts of all who work toward a greater sense of community among
ALL of our Harris County residents.
It is important that as adults we teach the next generation that in a
country where the rule of law matters, we know how to be civil with each
other in discussing not only our differences but in celebrating what we
have in common.
It is in this manner that we continue to make Harris County, and Texas
and the United States of America the best of all places for our families to
live work and play.
Sincerely,

R. Jack Cagle
Commissioner
Harris County PCT 4
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“Always Standing by You”

HOSPICE
OSPICE AND
AND
PALLIATIVE
ALLIATIVE CARE
ARE

HOME
HEALTH

Phone: 979 323 7099
Fax:
979 323 0555
Toll Free: 1-855 323 7099
website: www.shiningnightingale.com
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FSG ROUP
ARCHITECTS
SINCE 1999

MEDICAL
INSTITUTIONAL
CORPORATE
RETAIL

WISH YOU ALL A HAPPY EID.

FAKHRUDDIN SABIR
AIA

RESIDENTIAL

Wish you all a happy Eid.

404 South Loop 336 West
Conroe, Texas 77304
Since 2012

www.villagegreenalzheimerscare.com
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Message from Event Chair
Wishing You a Blessed Eid
Living in a country of all nations is truly a beautiful experience. To
be able to celebrate what you believe and to practice your faith, is
even better. Last Sunday Muslims all around the world celebrated
Eid ul Fitr --- the holiest festival after the month of fasting called
Ramadan. Muslims give up not just food and drink, (from sunrise to
sunset) but also anger, impatience, and other vices to grow stronger
in their faith spiritually, physically, and mentally.
It is a great opportunity to be a part of this year’s Eid Milan. This
year’s theme, “The Many Faces of Indian Muslims,” recognizes the
richness and diversity of Indian Muslims and impact they have had
not only in this country, but around the world. From politicians, to
doctors and engineers, to men in uniform, to small business owners,
to teachers – you see them everywhere. This gathering is to celebrate
and acknowledge their successes. Throughout centuries Indian
Muslims have made an impact and by God’s will.
However, there is an important and interesting fact behind all of this.
Indian Muslims come from a country where the majority religion of
the country is not Islam. There are many religions in India, including
Hinduism, Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, etc. One of the oldest
synagogues in the world is in Kochi. India’s first mosque was established as early 629AD. Of course, great religions of Hinduism, Sikhism
and Buddhism all originated in India. Living as a minority in India has
given Indian Muslims a unique experience – practicing their faith
freely while growing up exposed to multitude of other faiths. They
bring this interfaith experience to the larger Muslim community living
in this country. As our world is tested by intolerance and bigotry, we
must remind ourselves that these two democracies – the oldest and
the largest, as imperfect as they are – offer the only path for the
world community. A world built on constitutionally guaranteed
freedom and protection for all!
Shazma and I wish Eid Mubarak to you all. Thank you for coming to
celebrate Eid together.

Arshad Matin
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Message from
Swami Vedaswarupananda
"Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah
Sarve Santu Niramah
Sarve Bhadrani Pashyantu
Ma Kascit Dukhahbhag Bhavet
_Brihadaranya Upanishat 1.4.14

May all be happy
May all be free from disease
May all realize what is good
May none be subject to misery.
Dear Mr. Ibrahim,
Namaskar ! Thank you for your loving invitation to the Vedanta
Society of Greater Houston as "Guest Organization- in 2017”. On
the auspicious occasion of IMAGH’s “Eid-Milan-2017", on behalf
of Vedanta Society of Greater Houston I wish you all our heartiest
festive congratulations !
Hope, you enjoy each and every moment of the festivity.
Wishing you all Happiness, peace and prosperity,
yours in the Lord,

Swami Vedaswarupananda
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Pennies for Education and Health

Invest in a child’s education for
only $8 per month and make a
life changing difference.

Mission Statement
Pennies for Education and Health (PEH) with the help of
Almighty God works towards helping to transform the lives
of children and their families primarily in the developing
world who lack adequate education and health care.
It provides means for educating needy and deserving
children through a donor sponsorship program.

Donate Today at:

www.pehchildren.org
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Message from President
Welcome.
On On behalf of the Board and members of IMAGH, I welcome you to our 8th
Annual Eid Milan Celebration. We are happy that you are able to share in our
holiest festival, Eid Ul Fitr, which marks the end of Ramadan, with our members, friends and family. Many of you are first timers to this event, we look forward to sharing the
rich culture of Islam and making you lifelong friends and part of the IMAGH family.
We are proud of IMAGH's motto of Fostering Amity Across Cultures, Communities and Religions.
Tonight, is an opportunity for us all to share a meal over shared values and ideals; an opportunity
to understand one another through dialogue and to spread the ideals of tolerance, compassion and
unity. I encourage each and every one of you to get to know your neighbors in the room this
evening; shake hands and make friends with those around you, and through these interactions let
us plant the seeds of goodwill across all faiths and communities.
We are honored to have The Vadanta Society of Greater Houston as our Guest Organization. Our
Event Chair, Arshad Matin, CEO of Paradigm Inc. is a great business and community leader. We are
very proud to have as our Chief Guest, the esteemed Commissioner Jack Cagle. His precinct is even
larger than the City of Houston. This is also the first time that our Guest of Honor, Dr. Anupam
Ray, Consul General of India is attending the event. We look forward to hearing their message of
benevolence, civility and brotherhood.
I am looking forward to hear Aziz Akbari, our Featured Speaker. This young man decided to run for
Mayor at the tender age of eighteen !
I personally want to thank all the members of IMAGH for having the confidence in me and the
Executive Committee for taking the helm of such a great organization. It is with much trepidation
we took the step forward from the previous team, who through a lot of hard work positioned
IMAGH as a premier association in Houston, but one we take with pride, responsibility and commitment.
Thank you all for sharing your evening with us. We are grateful for your encouragement and
support. The 8th Annual Eid Milan Committee has planned a great evening for you with fabulous
food, wonderful guest speakers and entertainment to wow. Enjoy the evening.
Eid Mubarak !

Munir Ibrahim
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Eid Greetings
and
Best Wishes to
IMAGH
GC Engineering, Inc.
2505 Park Avenue, Pearland, Texas 77581

www.gc-engineering.com

Eid Mubarak from
Syed Nasir
and Saha Irfan
www.ecommersify.com
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Message from the Chairman,
Board of Directors
Assalamalaikum, Namaskar and Greetings to all on this
joyous occasion of Eid ul Fitr.
It is my honor and pleasure to welcome you to this Eid Milan function. A very
warm welcome on behalf of Indian Muslims Association of Greater Houston.
India is a vast country with people of various religions, languages, and ethnicity. Muslims are a part
of this colorful mosaic. Though diverse, they possess a commonality which unites them and enriches the country. The Indian diaspora in Houston reflects this unique tapestry. IMAGH brings together
Muslims of Indian origin with fellow non-Muslims to foster the bonds of understanding and friendship across cultures, communities and religions. We participate with other Indian organizations in
celebrating Independence Day, Republic Day, International Yoga Day and other activities of ICC and
those coordinated by the Honorable Counsel General of India. IMAGH also provides special services
to senior citizens through Club 65 and young adults through South Asian Youth Organization.
The yearly signature event of IMAGH is the EID MILAN party to celebrate our major festival, EID.
It is a time to share in the festivities with family, friends and neighbors. It is like the Christmas or
Diwali of the Muslims.
Muslims celebrate Eid ul Fitr across the world with great felicity and enthusiasm. It is unique
among festivals of different religions and cultures of the world, as it is unrelated to any historical
event, passing of a season, harvest time etc. It is a purely spiritual event unrelated to any worldly
phenomenon. It is a celebration marking the end of a month-long boot camp of spiritual revival.
This month of Ramadan is spent in dawn to dusk fasting from food and fluids, intense praying,
recitation of the holy book, giving charity, being on our best behavior.
The word Eid comes from the root "awd" meaning return or reoccur. It is meant to signify a return
of the soul after this intense purification to its pristine state of innocence and piety. A month-long
practice so it becomes a habit. Eid is a day of thanksgiving to the Lord Almighty for giving us the
strength and conviction to complete the commandment and learning to discipline our worldly
desires. Traditionally the day starts with a sumptuous meal, followed by a congregational thanksgiving prayer. The rest of the day is spent in visiting and greeting family and friends. I welcome you
all to our 8th Annual Eid Milan gathering to share in our joy. I hope you will enjoy the food and
the function.
Good evening, peace, health, and prosperity and the Lord’s blessings to all.

Maqbool M Haq
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Eid Mubarak
from
Nandolia Family
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Message from Chairman-Board of Advisors
Engagement is Important!
The Presidential Election was a long and bitterly fought contest fraught with
intense negative stereotypes. In the end, Mr. Donald J. Trump won the
Presidency of the United States. There was a wide range of reactions to the
campaign and the result from jubilation to disbelief to utter disgust. In the
campaign, which was largely negative by both candidates, many groups got maligned including
Muslims and Immigrants. Many of our citizens continue to be disgusted by the Twitter wars as well
as the witch hunt by the news media daily.
My take albeit ‘eternally optimistic’, is that the United States continues to be a country of laws
rather than of men and it will prevail; and in fact, we shall learn and thrive from this experience.
Which brings me to the point that we must always be ENGAGED with our civic and business leaders, our neighbors, out teachers, and most importantly our children. In this spirit of engagement, I
suggest that we must support our President, our government and our civic institutions so that we
can enable the progress of our city and country. In fact, in my limited experience, I have seen that
only those who engaged are able to impact change even if they disagree with the person or policy.
How do we engage? I would suggest three examples of recent engagement (s).
I wrote a white paper along with the MIT Media Lab and Dr. John Mendelsohn CEO of MD Anderson or improving Hospital workflows using RFID Tags on Medical Devices for Mr. Obama’s transition team which resulted in a large program for the VA hospitals. I recently presented a white paper
to Mr. Trump’s Secretary of Energy Rick Perry on using Cyber Security to protect the nation's grid.
This week I had the honour to meet Hon. Indian Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi in DC and
could recommend US civic leaders and captains of industry to the US-India Leadership Forum.
But what I am most proud of is the 20 young adults at our company Shipcom Wireless who this
summer are learning skills including Business Intelligence, Supply Chain and Cyber Security. In fact
last week the CIO of the White House Dr. Tony Scott spent quality time with the Interns at Shipcom
offices and covered a wide range of topics including career and skills development. I expect them to
leave this internship with a specific project completed/white paper written, a hard skill (like Microsoft Power BI) that can yield $20 -$50 per hour income, and lifelong friends.
We are blessed to be able to have the best of both worlds America – Our Homeland, and India –
where many of us were born. These are two worlds worth celebrating and of course engaging.
Sincerely,

Abeezar Tyebji

Creating

Beautiful Smiles
for the
whole family!

Eid Mubarak from
Dr.Yunus Langha, Dental Clinics of Texas.
Call: 832-427-1901
Email: info@dentalclinicsoftexas.com
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Message from Vice President
Dear Friends,
On behalf of IMAGH, we want to welcome you to the annual Eid Milan. It
is an honor to be a part of this organization and to work with all the
dedicated individuals who have worked tirelessly to organize this event to
bring communities together. Houston is truly an international city and
home to a diverse group of people of all faiths, cultures and nationalities.
We thank all our friends for joining with us today, both Muslims and
those from other faiths, we appreciate your ongoing support and participation.
This years Eid Milan Celebration is happening on the July 4th Weekend
and so this year we are proud to celebrate the "Men in Uniform" from
amongst the community . The Indian Muslim Community members in
Houston are serving the society in varied roles as Doctors, Engineers,
Scientists, Professors, Teachers and are involved in all aspects of life. As
an Organisation, IMAGH is working towards achieving year round activities for our members and to collaborate with other civic organizations in
the city to foster amity across cultures, communities and religions in the
Greater Houston Area.
Finally, a huge thank you to all of the distinguished guests and supporters, your contributions to IMAGH over the years have allowed this organization to grow and increase awareness to Houston and the surrounding
communities. We are pleased to have you with us to join in this evening’s
festivities.
Sincerely,

Dr. Yunus Langha
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Highlights from Eid Milan 2016
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Events Featured Speaker
Aziz Akbari
Aziz Akbari is an experienced and passionate public servant who has
committed himself to breaking the perceived societal barriers that bound
today's youth. As an 18 year-old, he ran for mayor of Fremont, CA in
2012. His practical ideas, diligence, and energetic personality made him
a political force to be reckoned with, and won him several thousand
votes in the election. Over the next two and a half years, he served as a
Consumer Affairs Commissioner in California's Alameda County – the
youngest to ever serve in this capacity.
Aziz is a product of his local public schools, having attended Parkmont Elementary School, Centerville Junior High School, and Washington High School. His educational background is in Industrial
and Systems Engineering with concentrations in Resource Planning and Data Sciences from the
University of Southern California. During his college career he continued to break barriers by serving
as a Senator in the Undergraduate Student Government and serving on the Board of Presidents in
the Residential Student Government while pursuing his degree. He is a member of the Alliance for
Water Efficiency, the Water Education Foundation, and the Sierra Club.
Building off of his extensive experience in public service and engineering, Aziz set history by being
elected to the Alameda County Water District's Board of Directors in 2016. In the 102 year history
of the Water District, he is the youngest ever to be elected and only the third person ever to unseat
an incumbent. In the 2016 election, he was among the youngest candidates elected to office in the
entire United States, and the youngest Muslim-American to ever be elected to office in the country.
His passion and dedication for public service continues to be the driving force behind his success.
Outside of public service, Aziz has hosted a local public access TV show and has performed stand up
comedy at some of Hollywood's most famous comedy clubs.

Aziz Akbari on his personal life and future goals:
My parents are originally from Gujarat, India, though they both grew up outside of the state. My
mother grew up in Mumbai and my father in Chennai. My dad moved to Kansas in 1987 to attend
university. My mom moved to Los Angeles in 1989 for the employment and educational opportunities. They met here, married here, started their families here, started their businesses here, sent my
sister and me to school here.
There's a lot that I can say about my parents and their unconditional support. I remember hugging
my mom on Election Day 2012 as she told me how proud she was that her son was running for
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elected office in this great nation. In 2016, I remember the tears of joy my family and I shared the
night we found out that I, the son of 2 Indian-Muslim-American immigrants, won my election to
the Alameda County Water District's Board of Directors. My parents have always told me that the
United States has given them more than they ever dreamed of, and they could never imagine living
anywhere else. They are PROUD Indian-Muslim-American immigrants who love this country and
have instilled in my sister and me a love and appreciation for this country.
It's hard for me to say where I will be in 5 to 10 years, but my goal is to eventually work on federal
policy (particularly relating to immigration reform, tax reform, and infrastructure).
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Artist-Nizar MacNojia
Each of my creations begins with nothing but a plain canvas, a set of brushes,
and a vivid imagination. My art serves as a window to another world, both for
me and others who view it. My art pieces are created spontaneously as ideas,
expressions, and messages for the world swirl in my head.
My inspirations come from everyday things such as lights and shadows, which
spark images and words to motivate me in my art. Through my art, I wish to create a new experience for the onlookers of my art as well as for me.
Best Regards

Nizar MacNojia
www.nizarmacnojia.com
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Indian Muslims Association of Greater Houston

Executive Team
Munir Ibrahim (President)
Mr. Munir Ibrahim is a self-made real estate maven and an active and dedicated Houstonian. He currently leads a real estate investment company. Mr.
Ibrahim holds a Bachelors in economics from the University of Houston and
Masters in Finance from the University of St. Thomas as well as an honorary
degree from Houston Community College.
Mr. Ibrahim is a tenacious individual with a strong entrepreneurial spirit who
also holds a deep appreciation for family and hard work. He has dedicated
much of his adult life serving Houston community through various outreach
vehicles. He has held many community titles. Mr. Ibrahim remains an active
Houstonian and has made his home in the Memorial area where he lives with
his two sons. He travels extensively and spends his free time playing sports
with his children.

Dr. Yunus Langha (Vice President)
Dr. Yunus Langha is practicing as a Pediatric Dentist in West Houston for the
last 8 years. He was born and grew up in Nagpur, India and graduated from
the Government Dental College, Nagpur. He received a scholarship from
University of Cincinnati to pursue a master’s degree in Public Health. After
completing the master’s degree he did a general practice residency from
Youngstown, Ohio and later did a specialty residency in Pediatric Dentistry
from Children’s Hospital, New Orleans. He likes to try the different restaurants of Houston as well as to travel. He is also actively involved with local
dental organizations and the South Asian Chamber of Commerce (SACC).
He lives in West Houston with his wife, daughter and mother.

M. Kazi ( Treasurer)
M. Kazi moved to Houston in 2012 after graduating from Mays Business
School, Texas A & M University. He currently leads a data analytics group
with Oil & Gas automation company. Born and brought up in Bangalore,
upon completion of his under graduate studies, he has worked with multinational technology companies in India prior to moving to US. Passionate
about community service, Kazi has worked with several organizations since
school days. He has also served as Vice President – Information for International Student Association at Texas A & M university
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Indian Muslims Association of Greater Houston

Executive Team
Rahat Kalle (Joint Secretary)
A Rahat Sultana Kalle graduated from the Univ. of Bombay with Master's
Degree in English and Psychology. She taught school and held community
classes to help/teach housewives and underprivileged women to converse and
learn English thereby giving a boost to their self-image and self-worth.
She came to the U.S. and has been a resident of Houston since 1970. During
these 47 years she has seen the city become 'boomtown' and the Indian/
Pakistani community grow from a mere 500 to what it is today.
After working in different sectors, she assisted her husband to start and
operate their own Engineering firm for 15 years.
Rahat Sultana has volunteered for UNICEF, DAYA and had been a part of ICC
in the early years.
Besides being Joint Secretary of IMAGH, she is also VP of CLUB65 and active
member of the Red Hat Society, an International Organization for women.
She is an avid cruiser, a world traveler and a diehard fan of the Houston
Texan! She loves music, reading short stories, solving crossword puzzles,
enjoys dancing and is always on the go with her family and friends.

Saeed Pathan (Secretary)
Saeed moved to Houston a decade ago and since then he considers Houston as
his home. Ever since he left his home for college studies this is the longest
period he has ever spent at one place. After getting Mechanical Engineering
degree from Surat in India, Saeed started his career in Oil & Gas Industries and
more almost three decades later and working for multi-national companies in
three several countries he finally moved to Houston in 2007.
Saeed is married to Bilkis for more than 25 years and have two lovely college
going children.
Saeed loves music, songs, gazals and occasionally he writes poems and
shayaris. He also loves to travel.
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Indian Muslims Association of Greater Houston

Board of Directors
Dr.Maqbool Haq (Chairman)
Dr. Haq has been a Houstonian since 1978, serving the community as a
physician specializing in Medical Oncology. He devotes a significant
amount of time in community service, including coordinating the Shifa
Charity Clinic and serving the Rose, a non-profit organization dedicated to
breast cancer detection for women irrespective of their financial status.
He is actively involved in various other community organizations, such as
the Hyderabad Association. Happily married with three children, two of
whom are married, Dr. Haq loves spending time with his family.

Dr. Saleha Khumawala
Dr. Saleha Khumawala is the Robert Grinaker Professor of Accounting and
the Founding Director of the “SURE” (Stimulating Urban Renewal through
Entrepreneurship) Microfinance program at Bauer College of Business,
University of Houston. Her passion for education led her to establish a
nonprofit entity Pennies for Education and Health (PEH) in 2003 that has
a sponsorship program to fund the educational needs of needy children in
the developing world. She is also involved in Interfaith activities relief
work for the refugees and evacuees.

Fakhruddin Sabir
Mr. F. Sabir, a recognized expert in designing practical,
cost effective and attractive facilities for Doctors’ offices, Medical
facilities, retail and residential, mixed-use and municipal projects.
Mr. Sabir has recently developed an Alzheimer’s Center with the mission of
providing dignified care for those affected with Alzheimer’s Disease.

Fateh Ali Chatur
Fatehali Chatur is Chairman for Club65. He is associated with Senior
citizens in Ismaili community for many years. He is writer, director and
stage performer in drama, poems and literature. He is member of International Hindi Association, Houston chapter and Gujarati Sahitya Sarita.
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Indian Muslims Association of Greater Houston

Board of Directors
Dr. Tahir Hussain
Tahir Hussain, Ph.D. is a Professor and Department Vice-Chair of Pharmacology and member of the University of Houston Faculty Senate Executive
Committee. In addition to his teaching of Biochemistry and Pharmacology
courses, Dr. Hussain has active research in obesity associated hypertension
and kidney diseases.
Dr. Hussain has been a resident of Houston since 1995. Outside of his
professional responsibilities, Dr. Hussain has been active with ISGH Sunday
School and alumni associations of his alma mater, the Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU, India).

Dr. Salman Mirza Baig
Founder of Firdous Foundation and Plus One Initiative, Dr. Baig is a
respected and well recognized neurosurgeon, scientist, inventor and
community leader from Houston, Texas. He has been active in humanitarian causes throughout his career, beginning in college.
Dr. Baig was born in Hyderabad, India and grew up in the east coast. His
medical education was completed at Howard University and his graduate
research for his PhD work was completed at the National Institute of
Health in Bethesda, Maryland. He and his wife, Humera Hashmi, along
with his four children, reside in Woodlands, where he currently practices.

Eid Mubarak From
Karim Maknojia & Family.
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Indian Muslims Association of Greater Houston

Advisory Board
Abeezar Tyebji (Chairman)
Born in Mumbai and grown up in Hyderabad, Abeezar has lived in
Houston for the last 30 years and is passionate about entrepreneurship
and community engagement. He started Shipcom Wireless a provider of
Inventory Control and RFID software, whose clients include Fortune 100
companies as well as the US Government. Abeezar's hobbies include Hum
Radio and playing tennis.

Col. Raj Bhalla
Col. Raj Bhalla is former Vice Chairman of Gurdwara Sahib of Southwest
Houston; former Director, Indo American Charity Foundation and former
Director Indo American Political Action Committee. He is currently on the
boards of India House, India Culture Center and Foundation for India
Studies, Samskrit Performing Arts Houston, Indian Muslims Association of
Greater Houston and a new start up entity Whodini.

Jawahar Malhotra
Mr. Jawahar Malhotra is the publisher of Indo-American News, a weekly
community newspaper which he co-founded in 1983 and is the oldest
South Asian media in the Southern US. He covers many events on a weekly
basis and is a widely regarded member of the community, serving on the
Board of the Houston Media Source (appointed by Mayor Bill White); Indo
American Charity Foundation and the Advisory Boards of the Ibn Sina
Foundation and the IMAGH. His stories have been reprinted in the Times
of India. He is has been a consulting engineer for over 40 years.

Angeli Arjunani
Ms. Arjunani is a partner with Arjunani, Hasan & Co., P.C., CPAs and a
member of its Executive Committee. She is a member of the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Texas Society of Certified Public
Accountants, Houston CPA Society and Houston Business and Estate
Planning Council. Ms. Arjunani is involved in a number of charitable, civic
and religious organizations including: Board Member, President, and
Treasurer of Edu4All Inc., Board Member and Finance Committee Chair of
Pennies for Education and Health.
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Indian Muslims Association of Greater Houston

Advisory Board
Paru McGuire
A Mother, Grandmother, Retired Clinical Counselor, Paru is currently
serving as President of Club 65. Born in Mumbai, India she moved to
Cleveland, Ohio in 1977. She received her Master Of Arts Degree in
Clinical Psychology from the University of Bombay and worked as a
Clinical Psychologist in the Mental Health Department of KEM Hospital,
prior to her migrating to the USA. With an ability to relate well with
diverse groups of people she has been able to engender the trust and
confidence of the members. Her high energy and commitment to
excellence, Club 65 has grown to 152 members in less than a year.

Rajneesh Chaudhary
An attorney licensed in New York and India, Rajneesh Chaudhary mainly
deals with immigration matters both of India and U.S.A. He also handles
cross border legal work between India and USA and helps individuals and
companies that have to deal with the legal system of both the countries.
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2017 Community Service Award Winner
India Culture Center
India Culture Center (ICC) is the oldest Indian American organization in Greater Houston, established since 1973. It is purely run on a volunteer basis and the Board of Directors and Trustees serve
as a coordinating link among all major Indian Organizations and Individuals of Indian origin living
in the Greater Houston and surrounding areas, on issues of common interests and concerns. ICC
activities are providing a platform to the Indian community at large. Its main purpose is to provide
cultural, intellectual, social, physical and spiritual welfare to the people of Indian origin.
ICC invites the Indo-American community to celebrate together, India’s Republic Day in January
and India’s Independence Day in August each year. The program involves the young generation by
offering them a platform to compete in Dance, Song, Essay and quiz competitions. Competitions in
ICC aims to promote the richness and diversity of the Indian Heritage, Arts, Culture and foster
goodwill and harmony between different communities and culture. ICC celebrates several annual
events through the year.
ICC is very well known to IMAGH. In fact, IMAGH’s signature event was first conceived and
produced by ICC. Given the above mission, objectives and the role that ICC plays within the Indian
American Community, it is befitting that IMAGH recognizes ICC. ICC has also been recognized by
the Cities of Sugar Land, Stafford, Houston, Missouri City and Pearland, along with many Congressional Representatives and by the Consul Generals of India in the past.
ICC also promotes goodwill, understanding and appreciation of cultures of India among all persons
regardless of color, creed, race, religion and national origin. ICC promotes Indo-American friendship
ICC promotes cultural, social, regional and religious activities of India as sponsored by various
groups and associations functioning in this geographical area.
Admiration qualities of this Organization includes not only its mission to have an outreach plan in
the community but also what it has been doing over the years in the Greater Houston area
especially celebrating National Days of India and presenting the diverse culture of the country of
our birth to the younger generation.
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Why I joined SAYA, and why you should too.
Throughout my college career, I had a schedule of just going to classes, occasionally attending a meeting with my engineering organizations, and hanging
out with some friends. I was a bit afraid from breaking out of my routine to
try new things or meet new people.
Two years ago, I ended up volunteering at Eid Milan, after much persuasion
from my parents. Since I like having a stable workflow, I enjoyed meeting,
greeting and signing in the guests to the event as orderly as I could. I also
ended up working alongside Mohammed Khan, who is actually the SAYA president and he told me more about SAYA as a small but growing organization of students and young
professionals. Seeing how Eid Milan was run with SAYA working alongside the parent association,
IMAGH, I became interested in getting involved to attend future activities, meet new people, and of
course, eat some good food.
Fast forward to now, being in SAYA has allowed me to get to know a fantastic community of
students and professionals, all with their own diverse backgrounds. Whether it be from engineering,
medical, business, law, etc, we all share the same passion for meeting new people, sharing our
quirky traits and enjoying new experiences. Some of the events have also shown me a glimpse at
various lifestyles. One of the events was a Coffee with a CEO social, where a CEO from a company
shared his rise to success experience, which gave a lot of valuable insight for future endeavors.
On the other hand, working with some SAYA members at a farm to set up areas for planting trees,
putting in elbow grease to maintain other areas, and enjoying some fantastic BBQ made for another
unforgettable experience.
With all this, I really do look forward to seeing SAYA continuing to grow and add more members to
the already diverse community of South Asians. More social events, more career building and
networking events will strengthen the individual skill sets of each member. These will also allow
members to learn and share their experiences with each other, thus creating and strengthening
friendships. No matter where every members’ paths take them, SAYA members stay in touch, making
SAYA feel like a family.
If you are still on the fence about joining SAYA, come to one of our socials or shoot us an email.
Not only would we love to
talk, but we would love to
have you come onboard
with us.
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Event MC, Dr. Samina Salim
On Samina Salim was born in Lucknow and raised in Aligarh, India. After
obtaining a Ph.D. in Biochemistry from the Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU), she moved to the Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden where
she conducted her post-doctoral work and subsequently moved to the
United Sates. She is an Associate Professor at the College of Pharmacy,
University of Houston (UH), TX. Conducting research, teaching and
mentorship is her passion. Traveling and reading philosophy and history
are her favorite things to do. She lives in Katy with her husband,
Dr. Asghar, also a graduate of AMU and her colleague at UH. Samina and
Asghar have a daughter Saman Asghar, a Katy High School graduate, now
a sophomore at UT-Austin, TX.

Eid Greetings
From our family
to yours.
Col. Raj & Kanwal
Bhalla
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Keka Kar: Choreographer and Singer
Keka Kar is a CEO and director of Virtuosi Of Performing Arts located in
Houston. The mission of this center is to promote Indian Culture in USA.
Keka Kar is a classically trained Kathak dancer and singer. She has a long
experience with organizing professional shows in music and dance. Over
the years she has worked with various artists and participated in various
talent search competition in music and dance.
Keka Kar has masterfully managed two career in parallel, one as an acclaimed dancer and singer and
another as a successful science educator in Taylor High School, Katy Independent School District.
She has a Master’s degree in Physics from the University of Allahabad in India.
PresentationOn the eve of the Eid Celeberation Keka has prepared some of the local children from the community a small dance item “EID MUBARAK” Followed by Bollywood songs, which she will be singing
accompanied by her husband Capt. Jeet Kar.
Jeet Kar is a professional from Merchant Marine. He is a connoisseur of music and a talented singer.
He always encourages his wife and often accompanies her as an accomplished singer.
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Club 65, a non-profit organization under the umbrella of IMAGH (Indian Muslims
of Greater Houston) was launched on April 7, 2013. Founding Memberships were
awarded to eleven Individuals who either actively participated in the Steering
Committee. Since then there has been no looking back and Club 65 has now
grown to a membership of 200 plus and continues to grow. The vision of Club 65
has been to engage and energize seniors in our community through social interaction, educational seminars and fun events which have been fully delivered via monthly lunch and
learn meetings, picnics, celebration of all major holidays such as Eid Milan, Valentine’s Day,
Mother’s and Father’s Day, Diwali, New Year’s Eve, etc.
In a city like Houston where there are a multitude of Senior Citizen Groups, why is Club 65 still
attracting new members, you may ask. Let me share some of the reasons with you
Firstly, Club 65 is unique in the sense that it engages, energizes and activates the golden years of
our seniors. It respects very much the diversity in culture and religion. It is non-judgmental, very
pluralistic, and it reveres the education, skills, experiences, and the wisdom of the seniors, who then
have an ample opportunity to share and once again become an asset for the society.
Secondly, the leadership of the club comprise of highly functional motivated seniors with excellent
academic and professional background that itself adds lot of energy and enthusiasm to the club.
As mentioned earlier, another charm about this Club is its secular and pluralistic approach of love
and tolerance that attract seniors of different faith.
What is most alluring about this group is that it bewitches seniors from all walks of life with varied
vast experiences, skills and interests. It is, indeed, a “boutique” organization, where everyone feels as
one family, regardless of religion, place of origin or language. Assuredly, it is an organization “by
and for” the members and individual attention is given to one and all by the leaders of Club 65.
We also have a lot of fun. The club has traditionally engaged high turnouts of membership every
time there have been celebration activities, such as Valentine’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, Diwali,
Easter, Christmas and Eid Milan.
In addition, the Club has been holding events that comprise of educational seminars on nutrition,
Medicaid/Medicare/home health care, wills and estate planning, physical & mental health issues, etc.
Of course, we also have indoor fun activities, like musical entertainment, Shayari
(poetry), Antakshari, jokes and games as well as dancing all of which have full
participation from our members.
So if you are a Senior and have a burning desire to have fun, meet people, learn
and laugh, then Club 65 is for you. The membership cost is nominal. There is a
one-time registration fee of $ 25 and an annual membership fee of $ 25.00 per
person or $ 45.00 per couple. To find out more about Club 65 or to become a
member, visit, www.imagh.org or call Paru McGuire at 440-390-1763
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IMAGH Heroes
An event of this magnitude is not possible without the hard work of a great team. We are
very grateful that all these volunteers took time off their work and family to work for weeks
in putting this event together.
2017 Eid Milan Organizing Committee:
Arshad Matin (Chair)
Host Committee: Chair: Rahat Sultana Kalle (Chair)
x

Paru McGuire • Farida Bandali • Parvin Saiyed • Hatim Kanorwala • Shaheen Vora

• Rozina Jafferali Babar Khan • Ismet Warsi • Bilkis Pathan • Khalid Razvi • Usma Butt
Finance: Munir Ibrahim (Chair) • Tanveer Kazi • Latafath Hussain
• Shahid Bilal • Farida Bandali • Tasneem Vadva
Reception: Mohammed Khan (Chair)
• Hafeeza Shaik • Raaz Pathan • Sohni Pathan • Abdullah
• Umar Ibrahim • Dinaz Vadva • Aamir Ibrahim • Ayesha Jamal
Entertainment: Fatehali Chatur (Chair)
Ashma Khannani Moosa • Shaheen Vora • Saeed Pathan • Khalid Razvi
• Parvin Shaikh • Rozina Jafferali • Paru McGuire • Altaf Akbari
Eidi Bags for Children/Day Care: Farida Jinnah
Souvenir: Hafeeza Shaik (Chair) • Latafath Hussain • Khalid Razvi
Food Committee: Latafath Hussain (Chair)
• Paru McGuire • Karim Maknojia • Rozina Jafferali • Parvin Saiyed
Stage, Light & Sound Committee: Shahid Bilal (Chair)
• Ashma Khanani Moosa • Tasneem Vadva • Hafeeza Shaik
• Rahat Sultana Kalle • Firdaus Matadar
Silent Auction: Saeed Pathan (Chair)
x Karim

Maknojia • Iqra Ahmad • Seniyah Khan • Ramshah Khan

Website: Saeed Pathan (Chair) • Tanveer Kazi • Irfan Choudhary
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